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1 5 8  An n ua lt h

St. Francis de Paula Fiesta

Ce le b rat i n g  
La Promesa Solemne
APR I L  24  &  25 ,  2026



LA PROMESA SOLEMNE
APRIL 17, 1868

We need your help, we ask your help in this hour. 

Dear God, 
If you will grant us victory, through thy intercession of thy
servant, St. Francis de Paula, we will complete the building

of our church and the church will bear the name of St.
Francis de Paula and for all years thereafter, the events
shall be commemorated by us and all our descendants.

Amen. 

Necesitamos su ayuda. Denos su Ayuda en esta nuestra hora.

Dios nuestro, si nos concedes Victoria atraves de la intercession de vuestro
siervo, San Francisco de Paola, nosotros terminaremos la construcción de

nuestra iglesia, y la iglesia llevará el nombre de San Francisco de Paola, y por
todos los años venideros el evento sera conmemorado por nosotros y nuestros

descendientes del porvenir.  Amen.
.



158th St. Francis de paula fiesta schedule
april 25, 2026

1 2 : 0 0 - -  S t.  F r a n c i s  d e  pa u l a  d a n z a n t e s  d a n c e r s

1 2 : 3 0 - -  r e c i t e  o f  o u r  p r o m e s a  by  q u e e n  a n g e l  k o w a t c h

1 2 : 3 5 - -  n a t i o n a l  a n t h e m  s u n g  by  2 0 2 2  f i e s ta  q u e e n  l ay l a  g a s t o n

1 2 : 4 0 - -  p r e s e n ta t i o n  o f  pa s t  f i e s ta  q u e e n s / k i n g s ,  r c i a ,

c o n f i r m a t i o n ,  1  c o m m u n i o n ,  b a p t i z e d  k i d s ,  m ay o r d o m o s ,  &  2 0 2 4

f i e s ta  q u e e n .  

s t

1 : 0 0 - -  i cc  m a ta c h i n a ’s  ( 1 7 )

1 : 3 0 - -  I CC  F o l k l o r i c o  d a n c e r s

2 : 0 0 - -  T u l a r o s a  h i g h  s c h o o l  s pa n i s h  c lu b

3 : 0 0 - -  S t.  F r a n c i s  D e  Pa u l a  Da n c e r s

4 : 0 0 - -  B a l l e t  f o l k l o r i c o  g i r a s o l  d e  l a s  c r u c e s

4 : 3 0 - -  P i ñ a ta

5 : 0 0 - - Dj  J a c o b  C h av e z  

6 : 0 0 - -  g r o u p o  m a l d a d



158th St . Francis de Paula Fiesta Dedication
R i ca rdo  “ Bud dy”  &  H e le n  Maez  Gue r ra

O �  · h l ¯  c e �e b « a · l � �  � f  · h e  1 5 8  a � � ¼ a �  S · .  F « a � c l ¯  d e  P a ¼ � a  f l e ¯ · a ,  l ·  l ¯  Ñ l · h  g «e a ·  h � � � «  a � d
«e ¯ ¨ e c ·  l �  «e c � g � l ß l �g  R l c a «d �  “ B ¼ d d × ”  a � d  He �e �  M a e ß  G ¼ e « « a .  T h l ¯  h � � � «  c � � e ¯  b × · h e l «

d e Ð � · l � �  a � d  �� Ð e  f� «  · h e  � l ¯ ¯ l � �  ¨ a « l ¯ h  � f  S · .  F « a � c l ¯  d e  P a ¼ � a  a � d  · h e  c � � � ¼ � l · ×  � f
T¼ � a «� ¯ a  Ñh e «e  · h e× � l Ð e d  · h e l «  e � · l «e  � l Ð e ¯ ,  d e Ð e �� ¨ e d  f « l e � d ¯ h l ¨ ¯ ,  a � d  « a l ¯ e d  · h e l «  f a � l � ×.  

· h

S · .  F « a � c l ¯  d e  P a ¼ � a  C h ¼ «c h  Ñ a ¯  a  c e � · « a �  ¨ a « ·  � f  · h e l «  � l Ð e ¯  f «� �  · h e  «e c e l Ð l �g  � f  ¯ a c « a � e � · ¯ ,
a ¯  Ñ e � �  a ¯  · h e l «  l � Ð � � Ð e � e � ·  l �  · h e  c h ¼ «c h  · h «� ¼ g h � ¼ ·  · h e l «  a d ¼ � ·  � l Ð e ¯ .  B e g l � � l �g  Ñ l · h  · h e l «
� a « « l a ge  � �  M a × 1 2 ,  1 9 5 2  · h e× « a l ¯ e d  f� ¼ «  c h l �d «e �  G ¼ a d a � ¼ ¨ e  “ L ¼ ¨ e”,  C a « � e � l · a  “ C a « � e � · ”,

E d ¼ a «d �  “ E d d l e”.  a � d  D a Ð l d .  A ¯  ¨ a «e � · ¯ ,  · h e× ¨ «� Ð l d e d  · h e l «  c h l �d «e �  a  c a · h � � l c  ¯ c h � � �
e d ¼ c a · l � �  Ñ l · h  S · .  F « a � c l ¯  d e  P a ¼ � a  c h ¼ «c h ,  a  � a z � «  ¨ a « ·  l �  · h e l «  f a � l � × ’ ¯  � l Ð e ¯ .  T h e× Ñ e «e

l � Ð � � Ð e d  l �  · h e  c h ¼ «c h  l �  � ¼ � e «� ¼ ¯  Ñ a × ¯  a ¯  Ñ e � �  a ¯  l �  · h e  f l e ¯ · a  c e �e b « a · l � � .  B ¼ d d × a � d  He �e �
Ñ e «e  � a × � «d � � � ¯  f� «  f� ¼ «  × e a « ¯  a � d  · h e× ¯ ¼ ¨ ¨ � « · e d  · h e l «  d a ¼ g h · e «,  L ¼ ¨ e ,  b × ¯ ¨ � � ¯ � « l �g  h e «

a ¯  a  ª ¼ e e �  c a � d l d a · e .  
B ¼ d d × Ñ a ¯  � � e  � f  · h e  f� ¼ � d l �g  � e � b e « ¯  � f  · h e  C a b l � � e «� ¯ ,  a ¯  Ñ e � �  a ¯  a  D a � ß a � · e  (¯ h � ·g ¼ �

b e a «e «) .  He �e �  f� ¼ � d  g «e a ·  h a ¨ ¨ l � e ¯ ¯  a � d  e � z � × � e � ·  a ¯  Ñ e � �  a ¯  � a } l �g  � a ¯ · l �g  f « l e � d ¯ h l ¨ ¯  a ¯  a
G ¼ a d a � ¼ ¨ a � a  a � d  a  � e � b e « � f  · h e  S ¨ a � l ¯ h  c h � l «  Ñ e � �  l � · �  h e «  � a · e «  × e a « ¯ .  

F «� �  · h e l «  b l « · h  � �  · h «� ¼ g h  · h e l «  ¨ a ¯ ¯ l �g  ( B ¼ d d ×-  A¼ g  0 7,  2 0 1 6 ,  He �e �-  O c ·  2 3 ,  2 0 2 5) ,  S · .
F « a � c l ¯  Ñ a ¯  a  � a z � «  ¨ a « ·  � f  h � Ñ · h e× � l Ð e d  · h e l «  � l Ð e ¯ ,  · h e l «  ¯ ¨ l « l · ¼ a �  g «� Ñ · h  a � d  l �  · h e l «

d e Ð � · l � �  · �  · h e  L � «d .  A ¯  I  � a × ª ¼ � · e  � × D a d  l �  a � �  h l ¯  Ñ l ¯ d � �  ‘ T¼ � a «� ¯ a ,  a ×  � l  ¨ ¼ e b � l · � ,  ×  � l
I g �e ¯ l a . ’  

M a × · h l ¯  × e a « ’ ¯  f l e ¯ · a  b e  a  · l � e  � f  z � ×,  � e e · l �g  � f  f « l e � d ¯ ,  b ¼ ·  � � ¯ ·  l � ¨ � « · a � · � ×  · h e
«e � e � b « a � c e  � f  a � �  · h � ¯ e  f a � l � ×  a � d  f « l e � d ¯  · h a ·  h a Ð e  ¨ a ¯ ¯ e d  a � d  e ¯ ¨ e c l a � � ×  “ L a  P «� � e ¯ a

S � �e � � e”  Ñh l c h  l ¯  � ¼ «  b e �� Ð e d  S · .  F « a � c l ¯  d e  P a ¼ � a  P a « l ¯ h .  
I �  �� Ð l �g  � e � � « × � f  R l c a «d �  a � d  He �e �  G ¼ e « « a ,  a }a  M a � �  a � d  P a ¨ � .   



2026 St. Francis de Paula 
Church Mayordomos

Jordan Gaston & Jonathan Salazar

We would like to sa} a BIG thank }ou to our ma}ordomos for
not giving up on this }ears fiesta and keeping the tradition

alive�



This year’s celebration marks the 158  commemoration of the Batt le of Round
Mountain. The batt le occurred on April 17, 1868, nine miles east of Tularosa,

approximately one half mile west of the base of Round Mountain. 26 Tularosenos allied
five U.S. Cavalrymen engaged in a batt le with a body of an estimated 200 Mescalero

Apaches, at a time when hostilit ies erupting form territorial disputes were then
common. Relevant historical detail, pertaining to the ensuing batt le are presented with
the Official Report of Sgt. Glass, one of the cavalrymen, the General Orders No. 16

shows the significance of the Batt le of Round Mountain. 

th

Significance of the Batt le of Round Mountain and St. Francis de Paula fiesta tradition
is best described as spiritual, rather than military or strategic sense. Our fiesta is not

a celebration of military victory or conquest, but the commemoration of a fulfilled
promise, kept alive by the faithful members of the Tularosa community. La Promesa

Solemne, (the Solemn Promise), proven genuine, by the faith of the brave Tularosenos
and their families. La Promesa Solemne is the foundation of the St. Francis de Paula

Fiesta tradition. 
Thank you for celebrating and sharing our traditions this year and many years to

come!



IN MEMORY
GREAT PRAISE IS ALSO DUE TO THOSE CITIZENS OF TULAROSA WHO

VOLUNTEERED & RENDERED PROMPT AND EFFICIENT 
AID ON THIS OCCASSION. 

CASIMIRO ROMERO
JUAN CHAVARRIA

LUIS VARGAS
TEODOSIO COBERO

DIONICIO GUILEZ
SECUNDINO SANCHEZ

PEDRO CHAVEZ
LUCAS ESCAJEDA
EUGENIO CADENA

MATEO DURAN

JOSE DURAN
NICOLAS DURAN

CERVO CONTRERAS
FELICIANO RAMIREZ

JUAN MIRABEL
CASIMERO BALLES

TRANIDAD CHAVARRIA
YSABEL LOPEZ
NIEVES DURAN

TEODOSIO CARILLO



CHA



St. Francis de Paula
Born in 1416 at Paola in Calabria and named after St. Francis de Assisi. Entered the

Friary at San Marco, where he learned to read and laid the foundation of the

austere life, which he ever afterwards led. At age 15, he occupied a cave in a

remove seclusion by the sea. At age 20, he was joined by two other men. In 1436,

he laid the foundation of his order. Penance, Charity Humility formed the basis of

his rule: Charity was the motto he chose, but humility was the virtue which he

inculcated continually on his followers. Fasting, he regarded which bound them to

a perpetual Lent, with abstinence not only from flesh but also from eggs and

anything made with milk. The new order received the sanction of the Holy Sea in

1474 changed to the Order of Minims in 1492 because he wished his followers to

be reckoned as the least (minimi) in the household of God. He built monasteries

for his Friars at Paula, Plesser Amboise and Rome. 

Besides the gift of miracles, St. Francis was endowed with that of prophecy. All of

Italy was ringing with the praises of St. Francis as a Saint, a prophet and a miracle

worker. It happened in 1481 that Louis XI, King of France, was slowly dying, after

an epileptic fit. He sent word to Calabria to beg St. Francis to come and heal them.

St. Francis refused. Louis XI appealed to Pope Sixtus IV, who instructed St. Francis

to go. Louis fell to his knees, begging him to heal him and the Saint replied that the

lives of kings were in the hands of God and prayer should be addressed to him. By

his prayers and example, he wrought a change of heart in the king, who died in

resignation in his arms. 

St. Francis passed 25 years in France and died there. On Palm Sunday, 1507, he fell

ill, exhorted his brethren to the life of God and to charity. He received the viaticum

barefoot with a rope around his neck, as was the custom of his order. He died on

Good Friday, at the age of 91. His canonization took place in 1519. 



St. Francis de Paula Danzantes 

The danzantes perform indio/azteca religious dances in honor of st.
francis. they play an important part in the rituals associated with
the fiesta, participating in the traditional rosary and procession

around the church. they escort the carved mahogany statue of st.
francis de paula from the church while performing ritual steps in
veneration of the saint. some of the dance numbers are hundreds of
years old. their dress, dance and haunting music sweep us back in

time to the days of Montezuma. 

Led by: Fernando Leal



2024 Fiesta Queen
Angel Kowatch



“  I  W i l l  L i f t  M y  E y e s  U n t o  T h e  H i l l s ”  

 As an evidence of the faith they share & to provide a focal point for an expression of that faith, a
group of Catholic parishioners of the Tularosa & Three Rivers communities, have set a cross high

on a peak overlooking the Little Santo Nino de Atocha Church at Three Rivers, and what a job
that was! It took faith plus manpower and sweat to carry the finished 24 ft cross over

approximately one mile of the rough terrain up the 3,000 foot slope of El Cerro de Santo Nino. 
 Faithful parishioners who made the sacrificial lift were Rudy Terrazas Sr., Salamon Baca,

Gabriel Sanchez, Mike Salazar, Pete Martinez, Antonio Candaleria, Richard Guerra, Ramon Pino,
Don Fidel Sanchez, Charlie Shanta, Juan Padilla, Alex Candelaria, Fortie Ryan, Don Tomas Ryan,

Raymond Aguilar Sr., Eddie Abeyta Jr., Tony Baca, David Baca, Frank Portillo, Frankie Portillo Jr.,
Don Miguel Baca, Julio Gonzales & Frutoso Marrujo. 

An aura of deep religious significance accompanied the men’s climb with the Cross up the rocky
hillside & women joining in the repeating of the Rosary at the 14 stops made along the way--one

for each station of the cross. Women who prayed the Rosary are Mrs. Miguel Baca Sr., Mrs. Frank
Portillo, Patsy Gutierrez, Priscilla Baca, and Margaret Baca. Children accompanying them were
Danny Aguilar, Johnnie Simon Chavez, Viola Portillo, Cathy Portillo, Freddie Portillo, Gregory
Klinekole, Cecil Chino, Whitman Shanta, Todd Chico, Maria Luisa Chavez and Barbara Baca.

Others that joined include Mrs. Gabriel Sanchez, Mrs. Rudy Terrazas, and several other children. 



In Honor of Santo Nino De Atocha 

Originally erected in the mid 1960s, the 18 ft., wooden cross is located on a
mountain peak in Three Rivers, NM, to honor Santo Nino de Atocha, was in a

state of deterioration due to the ever-changing New Mexico weather
elements. Sitting at an altitude of 5,860 ft and weighing approximately 950

lbs., the repair or replacement of the cross was a daunting task. 
Seven hard-working men of faith committed to building a new cross, and were

able to complete the task in only three days. They were: Billy Artiaga,
Frank M. Portillo, Fred Portillo, Steven Portillo, Adolph Walters, Frank B.

Portillo and Alex Ortega. 
On April 18, 2009, over 35 men and women dedicated themselves to raising the

new cross, once again in honor of Santo Nino de Atocha. With God’s
guidance, manpower, and faith, the new cross was lifted to the crest of the
mountain, where it stands tall, reflecting the brilliant rays of the sun onto
the Santo Nino Chapel in the valley below. Special thanks and God’s grace

to all that participated in this glorious event. 
May God Bless All of You! 



1956 Ethel Randall Chavez
1957 Cecilia Chavez Garcia
1958 Christine Martinez Torrez
1959 Bertha Saenz Dominquez
1960 Helen Flores Savory
1961 Jesusita Chavez Fairbanks
1962 Rose Mary Holguin Phelps
1963 Veronica Saenz
1964 Lydia Mae Castillo Contreras
1965 Vicki Telles Escobar
1966 Ester Vallejos-Bolin
1967 Patsy Gutierrez-Taliaferro
1968 Gloria Duran Saenz
1969 Terry Valdez
1970 Cecilia Maes Beltran
1971 Cathy Brusuelas Tyler
1972 Margaret Diaz Schrivner
1973 Helen Gomez
1974 Cathy Montoya
1975 Teresa Guerra Shields
1976 Beverly Silva
1977 Barbara Sheppard
1978 Patricia Guilez Bednorz
1979 Deliah Duran
1980 Janie Marrujo Aragon
1981 Angela Chavez
1982 Elfida Duran
1983 Yvonne Lopez Becchetti
1984 Priscilla Guerra Chavez
1985 Cyndi Utter
1986 Naomi Pino Mendez
1987 Francis Chavez Vigil
1988 Rosie Gonzalez

St. Francis de Paula King & Queens
1989 Annette Guilez
1990 Eva Utter
1991 Melanie Voorbach
1992 Liza Leal
1993 Yvonne Mendez Petty
1994 Esperanza Guerra
1995 Millie Torres
1996 Nicole Marrujo & Richard Guilez
1997 Vanessa Barela & Robert Sainz
1998 Amy Logan
1999 Linda Cavazos Jaramillo
2000 Tanya Sanchez
2001 Alyson Gillen Robinette
2002 Ray Sainz
2003 Britne Artiaga Gillen
2004 Teresa Utter
2005 Kristi Aragon Bigas
2006 Marena Otero
2007 Kayla Vigil 
2008 Carla Rae Rice
2009 Brittney Leal
2010 Bianca Leyva
2011 Jackie Lucero
2012 Valeria Bustillos-Morales
2013 Jessica Chavez Banks
2014 Veronica Hernandez
2015 Destinee Diaz
2016 Angelica Chavez
2017 Drianna Chavez
2018 Alexandria Leyva
2019-2021 Ana Perez
2022-2023 Layla Gaston
2024-2026 Angel Kowatch



 Annual Horseshoe Tournament 
In Loving Memory of Michael R. Gaston

A huge Thank you to 
lane plumbing, ugly pies, and 

Sam & Lillian Duran who
sponsored this years tournament! 

Four years before his passing in 2006, Michael’s grandfather, Ricardo
“Buddy” Guerra, had passed on the duties of lighting the yunque (anvil)

for the fiesta. While performing this task, Michael came up with the idea
of starting a horseshoe tournament on the Saturday of the celebration.

He believed it would be a perfect way to involve more members of the
Tularosa and surrounding communities in the St. Francis de Paula

Fiesta—and he was absolutely right!
After Michael’s passing, the Gaston family not only brought his idea to

life but has continued the tradition every year in his memory. Today, the
horseshoe tournament has become a beloved staple of the fiesta

celebration.



St. Francis de Paula 
Guadalupanas & Guadalupanos

The Guadalupanas are members of the St. Francis de Paula church. they have dedicated themselves in
serving the Virgen de Guadalupe. these individuals are very devoted, passionate and committed in lending a

helping hand with church functions and other aspects involving the church. 

Pictured From left to right: 
Laura Martinez, Carmen Rhodes, anita salazar, Elena Sanchez, Lillian duran, theresa McKinley, irene
kowatch, gilbert gaston, becca maes, sally Calderon, deacon mariano, father patrick, Eugenia Torres,

dodie fresquez, rose baroz, theresa shields, layla gaston, & Jennifer gaston



St. Fra ncis de Pa u la
Pa rish Cou nci l

Brianna Chavez

Rosa Baca

Barbra Reay

Steve Chavez

Gabriel Otero

Rose Barroz

Juan Romero



C C D  1  G r a d es t

C C D  2  G r a d en d



C C D  4  &  5  G r a d et h t h

C C D  6  G r a d et h



St. Francis de Paula 
1  Holy Communion Class 2026st



St. Francis de Paula 
Confirmation Class 2026

Confirmation 1 Confirmation 2
Josiah Blazer

Veronica Blazer

Amalia Hobson

Logan Hobson

Aliana Mirabal

Ivan Muniz

Javier Ramos

Modesto Ramos

Eliana Silva

Samiyah Williams

xavier amaya

demetrio cereceres

bryson gillen

hartley gutierrez

adrienne (aj) jaramillo

viviana maes

antonio marrujo

sadie portillo

annalisa stringer

gabriel vigil



Thank you to individuals within
our community for sponsoring

this year’s fiesta! 

Jesusita Aquirre
Sam & lillian Duran

Jordan Gaston
Ruth Sanchez
Joann Lopez

Martinez family
rita garcia

Chris cooksey
dave guerra: Pest, weed, & Tree Management



The Duran family
the martinez family

knights of Columbus
pablo mendez & sherrie padilla

kevin gilliland
brandon padilla
rachael sanchez
adolph walters
cairns family

chino & val contreras
becchetti family

barbara raey
lakey family
steph guerra

laurie montoya
guadalupanas

steve & liz chavez
jennifer & Gilbert gaston

chris cooksey
chavez/carrillo family

campbell family

thank you to all our volunteers who ran
our fiesta booths!


